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apothegms, which he put together in a book called
" Count Lucanor," in which that nobleman is supposed
to ask advice of his friend Patronio in all emergencies,
and to receive it couched in the truly Eastern form of
proverb or anecdote. Here is a specimen :
Quien te alabare con lo que non has in ti,
Sa.be que quiere relever lo que has de ti.
He who praises thee for what thou hast not,
Wishes to take from thee what thou hast.
" There was a Moorish king at Cordova called Al
Hakem, who thought his kingdom prosperous enough,
and cared not to do anything honourable or famous, as
kings ought to do ; for kings are not only bound to
guard their realms, but to do some great deed, for
which they are made famous in their lives and after
their deaths. But this king cared only to eat, drink, and
sport, until one day he heard a man playing an'
instrument called albogon, which is much esteemed
by the Moors. The sound was not good, so the king
took the albogon and made another hole in it opposite
to the other, so that the sound came out better. It
was a good invention, but not worthy of a king. The
people commended in scorn, and used to call any
slight improvement ( VaJiedezes Alhakiniej meaning
Al Hakem's invention. The king heard of it, and was
grieved. As he was a good king, he did not punish
those who spoke thus, but he resolved to do something'
which should win worthy praise from them. The
Mosque of Cordova was not finished, and he caused it
to be completed ; so that it was the most beautiful and
noble mosque that the Moors had in Spain. Praise

